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RESEARCH 
AT RISK? 

By Mark Anderson 
Questions relating to climate change loom large: 
How much is attributable to human activity and how do 
communities forecast and plan for it? Over the last 30 years 
or so, Americans have become increasingly polarized on this 
issue along partisan and ideological lines. Throughout the 
Seventies and Eighties, climate scientists worldwide came 
to a consensus that greenhouse gasses produced by burning 
fossil fuels were the major contributor to global warming, 
the consequences of which include melting polar ice, more 
frequent and more severe hurricanes and tornadoes, more 
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Chairmanship of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
1949–2016. U.S. Dept. of Defense, Office 
of the Chairmen of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
Joint History Office. 2016. 391p. illus. ISBN 
9780160933219. SuDocs# D 5.2:C 34/2/2016. 
GPO Stock# 008-020-01636-5. $101. 
The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
(JCS) is the nation’s highest-ranking mili- 
tary officer, whose primary responsibility 
is to provide military advice to civilian 
leadership. This revised fifth edition ex- 
amines the development of the position 
as an institution over the last 67 years. 
It traces the history of the JCS and the 
evolving role the chair plays in historical 
perspective. Starting with the first chair- 
man, Omar Nelson Bradley, and continu- 
ing to the present day, each man receives 
a short synopsis of his career as well as a 
listing of his promotions and assignments 
prior to his JCS appointment. 
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